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GREAT BRICETT  
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 
Tuesday 24th May 2016 in Great Bricett Village Hall at 7.00pm 

 

     Present:     Cllr A Triggs, Cllr D Payne, Cllr R Craddock, Cllr S Hines 
     In attendance:  Vivienne Pratt (Clerk), Dist Cllr David Whybrow, Cty Cllr Julia Truelove, 3 members of 

the public 
     Apologies:   Cllr Burnett, VHMC – Resignations received from Cllrs James & Horne 
       

GBAPM1/0516 Welcome – Cllr Triggs opened the meeting at 7pm   
GBAPM2/0516 To receive apologies for absence – Apologies had been received from 

Cllr Burnett (holiday).  Since the meeting on 22nd March, resignations 
from Cllrs James and Horne had been received due to personal reasons. 

 
 

 
GBAPM3/0516 Minutes of the last Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 14th May 

2015 - Decision - It was proposed and resolved to accept the minutes 
of the meeting held on 14th May 2015 as a true record. The Minutes were 
duly signed by Cllr Triggs. 

 

GBAPM4/0516 Matters arising from the last Annual Meeting of the Parish held 
on 14th May 2015 - None 

 

GBAPM5/0516 To receive outgoing Chairman’s report – A report had been received 
from Cllr James prior to the meeting.  Copy attached. 

 

GBAPM6/0516 To receive Annual Report from County Cllr Truelove – copy 
attached.   The report was discussed at length and Cllr Truelove advised 
that further info on the devolution plans should become available in the 
next few weeks after a number of further meetings. She also advised that 
there is a Cty Council meeting the following Thursday where the Fire 
Service plans were to be discussed after concerns that the current plans 
would not provide adequate cover.  She advised that the offer of £200 
towards the VHMC Queens 90th birthday event was agreed and would 
follow in due course, however, there had been a temporary freeze on 
finances due to the elections.  The local area road closures were 
discussed and it was agreed generally that the communications had not 
been good enough although the closure of Somersham Road earlier that 
day was an unscheduled closure for emergency purposes.  Cllr Truelove 
expressed her gratitude to the Clerk and Cllrs of Great Bricett for their 
hard work and support throughout the year. 

 

GBAPM7/0516 To receive Report from District Cllr Whybrow – copy attached.  The 
report was discussed and particular mention was made of the 38 new 
Council Houses will be built during 2016-17 for occupation by local 
people, the first having been completed in Elmswell, and that the 3 
properties in Barking are approaching completion.  Cllr Whybrow also 
expressed his thanks to the Clerk and Cllrs of Great Bricett for their hard 
work and support throughout the year. 

 

 After this agenda item, Cllrs Truelove and Whybrow left the meeting as 
they had another Annual meeting to attend 

 

GBAPM8/0516 To receive Police Report – The Clerk reported that the new format 
monthly report had been published online, however, the system is still not 
fully operational and no crime figures were available so she had not 
circulated the report.  She advised that she had invited a member of the 
local Police Safer Neighbourhood team to attend the meeting or prepare a 
report but none had been received. 
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GBAPM9/0516 To receive Report from the Village Hall Management Committee 
– An extensive report had been received for the March meeting and 
therefore no further report had been prepared.    The Clerk reported that 
the ongoing Cesspit issue and Insurance claim would be discussed during 
the PC meeting that followed this meeting, however, a letter had been 
received from the Loss Adjusters prior to the meeting and the most recent 
quote to replace the cesspit was in excess of £27,000.  She advised that 
this letter also advises that the VH is under insured and any claim will 
therefore also be reduced.  The Clerk advised that she had undertaken a 
Risk Assessment of the Village Hall and that the two issues found were 
within the garden, a damaged brick wall and slippery brick steps.  She 
advised that the VHMC must ensure that any hire agreement ensures that 
the garden is not used, unless in an emergency escape situation.  The 
Clerk to forward a copy of the Assessment form and Loss Adjusters letter 
to the Chair of the VHMC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

GBAPM10/0516 To receive Report from Better Broadband for Suffolk – The Clerk 
advised that she had requested a report but none had been recd.  The 
information currently on the Better Broadband for Suffolk website, which 
advises that Great Bricett is under consideration for superfast broadband 
by 2019 although the Wattisham Airbase is scheduled for 2016. 

 
 

GBAPM11/0516 To receive report from Oliver Cooper regarding his historical 
research of Great Bricett – Oliver Cooper provided a most interesting 
and comprehensive explanation of the results of his 4 year research 
project into the lost history of the Great Bricett Priory, now used as the 
Church.  He advised that the project had started initially with a History 
Graduate assisting him with a summer job but had turned into a much 
larger project and her father took over when she had to leave off.  Two 
years later, a professional Historian, Edward Martin, agreed to take the 
project further and has since produced a 50,000 word document and it is 
hoped that most of the primary research will be completed by the end of 
2016.  Oliver explained that he had visited France two years before and 
had obtained important information and photographs although a number 
of Copyright issues had come to light afterwards.  He advised that Edward 
Martin is returning to France in June this year to bring back further 
relevant information and photographs and to resolve the copyright 
situation.  He explained that a team has been formed which includes the 
Archaeological Society, who have established where the Monks were and 
the existence of a vault on the south side of the Church, a Doctor from a 
laboratory in Oxford, who has taken a sample of wood and has been able 
to date to within a year and a Specialist in oak structures in old buildings, 
who originally visited the Church 40 years ago and has made documents 
and drawings available from his first visit.  Oliver explained that it is his 
long term intention to hand over the finished book to the Parish Council 
although there are several issues still outstanding and will take at least 
another year to finalise and may possibly involve a financial contribution 
by the Council.  It was generally agreed that this important information 
must not be lost and that the Council would be happy to consider the help 
that they may be able to give in the future and that Oliver should provide 
updates on further progress via the Clerk. It was agreed that, when the 
assistance amount and details are known, it should be raised as an 
agenda item during a full Parish Council meeting and the Clerk advised 
that the budget is considered every November.  All Cllrs extended their 
gratitude and thanks to Oliver and agreed that Great Bricett is lucky to 
have someone so committed and passionate to this extremely important 
local information. 
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GBAPM12/0516 To receive report from the Parochial Church Council – Copy 
attached.  The PCC representative gave thanks to the Parish Council for 
their ongoing support of the grass cutting of the churchyard and the flood 
lighting of the Church.  It was advised that the two previous grant 
applications for the roof repairs had been unsuccessful and that a new 
grant was being applied for to cover the £65,000 estimate to repair the 
urgent roof repairs.  It was advised that the Priest in charge, Bernie, had 
now retired, and that no applications had been received and the role is 
currently being covered by local Clergy. 

 

GBAPM13/0516 To receive report from Neighbourhood Watch – copy attached.  The 
report was discussed and the Clerk advised of the Police Connect service 
which provides immediate and free of charge local area crime information 
via email and phone. 

 

GBAPM14/0516 To receive report from Tree Warden – copy attached.    
GBAPM15/0516 To receive report from Ringshall School – copy attached.    The 

report was discussed in length and the representative from the school 
provided an extremely useful and comprehensive account of the schools 
projects and achievements.  She also advised that the school was made 
up of approx. 70% of children from Wattisham Base and that the current 
class room size is 20-25 children.  

 

GBAPM16/0516 Open Forum – no matters or issues raised  
 Date of Next Meeting  

The next Annual meeting of the Parish will be held during either April or 
May 2017 – date not yet agreed. 

 
 

 
 Meeting closed at 8.40pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman    ............................................................................     
 Date   ................................................................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 4 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 

 
 



 

 - 5 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 - 6 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 



 

 - 7 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 
 



 

 - 8 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 9 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 10 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 11 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 12 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 - 13 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 



 

 - 14 -  

                                                 APM 2016      Initials indicate approval 

 


